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Spanish Writing Sca�olding Steps

How to progress from short answers to 
complete writing projects

1. Short Answers – Answer a series of questions about 
the topic.

2. Create Sentences – Use those questions and answers 
to help you create sentences.

3. Create Paragraphs – Use those sentences plus an 
opening and closing sentence to create a paragraph.

4. Edit – Edit your paragraph for set-up, spelling or any 
other grammatical issues.  Ask questions to clarify.  There 
is no such thing as good writing, only good rewriting. – 
Robert Graves

5. Publish – Print or send paper to teacher. Present 
information to class. Describe a visual.  Create a video to 
share with class or to post to school approved media.
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Comprehension

Structure &
Grammar

Core
Vocabulary

Understand statements and questions regarding animals, colors, numbers, and position of objects. 
(1.2, 3.1, 4.1)

Physically respond to commands. (1.2, 4.1)

Read short statements. (1.2, 4.1)

Listen to and understand stories.  (1.2, 4.1)

Read and understand stories using core vocabulary.  (1.2, 3.1, 4.1, 4.2)

¿Cómo te llamas?
Me llamo…

¿Cómo estás?
Estoy…

¿Cuántos años tienes?
Tengo…

¿Qué es?
Es…

¿De qué color es?
Es...

¿Dónde está…?
Está…

¿Dónde vive?
Vive…

La muchacha, el muchacho

Anda, salta, corre, grita, vuela, nada.

El león, la serpiente, el gorila, el lobo, el oso, el pato, 
el elefante, el pez.

Las flores, el lago, el árbol, el bosque, la roca, el 
arbusto.

Estoy... contento, triste, enojado.

Tengo… hambre, sed, sueño, miedo.

Dentro de, a la derecha de, a la izquierda de, debajo 
de, encima de, enfrente, detrás, sobre.

Azul, rojo, amarillo, verde, naranja, morado, negro, 
café, blanco, rosa, gris.

Grande, pequeño.

Números del uno al veinte

Language Proficiency Standards
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Oral Expression

Written Expression

Ask and answer questions about animals, nature, colors, numbers and position of objects. (1.1, 5.1)

Ask and answer questions about self and others including name, age and emotional state of being. (1.1, 
5.1)

Respond to oral questions about written stories. (1.3)

Describe objects and animals including color, size, behavior and position. (1.3, 3.1)

Project: Animals of the World. (1.3, 2.2, 4.2)

Read and write words for different animals, nature, colors, numbers and position of objects.
(1.2, 2.1, 3.1, 4.1)

Read short stories including core vocabulary and respond to written questions about the stories. (1.2, 
3.1, 4.1)

Describe objects and animals including color, size, behavior and position. (1.3, 3.1)

Project: Animals of the World. (1.3, 2.2, 4.2)
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Unit 1 Reference Guide
Greetings, Animals and Nature

Students will be able to recognize and use the following vocabulary.

*Use “o” endings when describing males or masculine objects.
*Use “a” endings when describing females or femenine objects. 

Unit 1 introduces and practices:
•	 Personal introductions
•	 Emotions
•	 Commands
•	 Prepositions of position
•	 Asking and responding to questions

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Animales 

el elefante

el gorila

el león

el lobo

el oso 

el pato

el pez

la serpiente

Naturaleza 

el árbol

el arbusto

el bosque

las flores 

el lago  

la roca 

Emociones

Estoy bien

Estoy contento/a*  

Estoy enojado/a*

Acciones/Mandatos

anda (andar) 

corre (correr)

nada (nadar)

salta (saltar)

vuela 

Gente

la muchacha

el muchacho

Animals 

elephant

gorilla

lion 

wolf 

bear 

duck

fish

snake 

Nature 

tree 

bush

forest 

flower 

lake

rock 

Emotions

I am good

I am happy/content 

I am angry 

Actions/Commands 

walk 

 run 

swim

jump 

fly 

People

girl

boy
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Estoy mal

Estoy triste

Tengo hambre

Tengo miedo

Tengo sed

Tengo sueño

Preposiciones de
Posición 

a la derecha de 

a la izquierda de

al lado de

debajo de

dentro de

detrás de

encima de

enfrente 

Colores 

amarillo

naranja/anaranjado

azul

blanco

café/marrón

gris

morado/violeta

negro

rojo

rosa/rosado

verde

Tamaño

grande 

mediano

pequeño 

I am not well

I am sad

I am hungry

I am scared

I am thirsty

I am tired

Prepositions of 
Position

to the right of 

to the left of 

beside

under

inside

behind

on top of

In front  

Colors 

yellow

orange

blue

white

brown

gray

purple

black

red

pink

green

Size

big

medium

small

Números

uno

dos

tres

cuatro

cinco

seis

siete

ocho

nueve

diez

once

doce

trece

catorce

quince

dieciséis

diecisiete

dieciocho

diecinueve

veinte

Numbers

one

two

three

four

five

six

seven

eight

nine

ten

eleven

twelve

thirteen

fourteen

fifteen

sixteen

seventeen

eighteen

nineteen

twenty

Palabras interrogativas

Quién / Quienes
Qué
Cuándo
Dónde
De dónde
Adónde
Por qué
Cómo
Cuál / Cuáles
Cuánto
Cuántos / Cuántas

Question Words

Who (S) / Who (Pl)
What
When
Where
From where
To where
Why
(How) Asks for a description
Which (S) / Which (Pl)
How much
How many (Mas) /
How many (Fem)
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Frases 

Hay 

¿Cómo te llamas? 

Me llamo… 

¿Cómo estás? 

Estoy… 

¿Cuántos años tienes? 

Tengo… 

¿Qué es? 

Es… 

¿De qué color es? 

¿Dónde está…? 

Está… 

¿Dónde vive? 

Vive...

Hay

Phrases/Sentences 

There is/There are 

What is your name?
/ How do you call yourself?

My name is… (I call myself…) 

How are you? 

I am… 

How old are you? (How many
years do you have?)

I am… (I have…) 

What is it? 

It is… 

What color is it? 

Where is it? 

It is… 

Where does it live? 

It lives…

There is/There are

Ejemplos 

Hay dos leones. 

Me llamo Lisa. 

Estoy contenta. 

Tengo 16 años. 

Es un oso. 

Es café. 

¿Dónde está el oso? 

Está enfrente del arbusto. 

Vive en el bosque.

Hay dos osos.

Examples 

There are two lions. 

My name is Lisa.
(I call myself Lisa.) 

I am happy. 
 

I am 16 years old.
( I have 16 years) 

It’s a bear. 

It’s brown. 

Where is the bear? 

It’s in front of the bush. 

It lives in the forest.

There are two bears.

Students will be able to recognize and use the following Structures. 
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Singular 

Yo estoy 

Tú* estas 

Él, Ella, Usted** está

Singular 

Yo soy 

Tú eres 

Él, Ella, Usted es

Singular 

Yo tengo

Tú tienes

Él, Ella, Usted tiene

I am 

You are 

He, She, You are

I am 

You are 

He, She, You (It) is

I have 

You have 

He, She, You (It) has 

 

Yo estoy contento. 

Tú estás triste. 

Ella está enojada.

 

Yo soy un niño. 

Tú eres una niña 

Es un árbol. 

 

Tengo hambre. 

Tienes sed. 

Él tiene sueño.

 

I am happy. 

You are sad. 

She is angry.

 

I am a boy. 

You are a girl. 

It is a tree. 

 

I am hungry. (I have hunger.) 

You are thirsty. (You have thirst.) 

He is sleepy. (He has sleepiness.)

Estar – to be (location, emotion, temporary conditions)

Focus Verbs - Students will be able to recognize and use the following verbs.

Ser – to be (permanent descriptions, time)

Tener – to have

*“Tú” is the familiar form of “you” used with friends and family members. 
**”Usted” is the formal form of “you” used with anyone you address with a title or show respect to.  



NEW DISCOVERIES · LEVEL I
UNIT 1

12

Notas:
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Lesson 1 · Animals, Nature, and Position

Lesson Objectives
•	 Greet each other and introduce self.
•	 Differentiate between boy and girl.  
•	 Recognize and respond to commands 

and actions.
•	 Recognize and respond to numbers 

1-15.

Vocabulary
Levántate, siéntate, anda, salta, corre, 
gírate, muchacho, muchacha, numbers 1-15

Structure and Functional 
Language
¿Cómo te llamas?  Me llamo…

TLP Materials
Flashcards – Numbers 1-15
New Discoveries music – Share unit music 
with students so they can put it on their 
phones or devices.

Teacher Materials
Ball, 2 pool noodles, small post-it notes, 
timer, popsicle sticks and can or jar

Preparation
Begin putting core questions on popsicle 
sticks and keep using throughout the year. 
Anytime you are stuck for a question or want 
to play a question game, you will have a 
ready supply.

Teacher Tip
The 3 Cs: “Be CLEAR on your expectations 
for behavior and performance. Be 
CONSISTENT—follow through so students 
know what to expect from you as a teacher. 
Be COMPASSIONATE—show your students 
that you really care about them and want 
them to succeed.”

—Oktobriana Idol
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Opening
Greeting - As students arrive, greet them in the target language, introduce yourself, ask 
their names, etc. 
First Day Assembly - Refer to First Day Spanish Class - (5 minutes)
Opening song – Me gusta español (5 minutes)
Get the energy going by getting the kids on their feet and doing actions along with the song 
or play in background as students arrive.

Student Objectives (5 minutes) 
	• Hand out or open to Unit 1 Objectives.
	• Help students to look over the objectives by asking them questions 				  

about it. Use Spanish as much as possible.
	 ¿Hay acciones como anda y salta?
	 ¿Hay animales?
	 ¿Hay naturaleza?
	 ¿Hay emociones?
	 ¿Azul es un animal o un color? Etc.
	• Remind students that this is a reference sheet they can use at home or in class. It is a set 

of tools they can use.  They are expected to recognize and respond to this information by 
the end of lesson 12, and they will build new skills each week to reach this goal.

Circle Time (5 minutes) - Questions and Conversation easily done from desks. 
	• Introduce yourself by saying: Hola, Me llamo Profe… 
	• Pass a ball to a student and ask: ¿Cómo te llamas? He will probably say his name:  Nick.  

Model it back to him in a good sentence: Me llamo Nick.  
	• Encourage students to respond: ¡Hola, Nick! Do the same with a few other students. 

¿Muchacho o muchacha?
	• Use students’ names to identify who is a boy and who is a girl in the group.
	• Point to yourself and say: Soy un muchacho/una muchacha.  
	• Point to various students stating: Harrison es un muchacho.  Emily es una muchacha. 

Etc.
	• Now ask the group about other students: ¿Angelina es un muchacho o una muchacha? 

Etc.

LESSON 1 

https://languageprojectkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/06-Me-Gusta-espanol.mp3
https://languageprojectkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/06-Me-Gusta-espanol.mp3
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	• Optional versions
	• Individual questions – Pass a ball back and forth asking each student: ¿Cómo te llamas?  

¿Eres un muchacho o una muchacha?
	• Advanced option:   Allow students to pass ball to another student and ask him	 or her 

the question of the day. Students can also be assigned in pairs with the person next to 
them to ask each other the question.

TPR (5 minutes)
	• Get-Up Chant - Manos Arriba Use this chant anytime you want to gather kids together 

and get them on their feet. It is vital that you do all actions with the kids.
	 Manos arriba (raise your hands up high)
	 Manos abajo (put your hands down low) 
	 Manos afuera (put your hands out)
	 Pon las manos donde la/el Profe quiera.  (Put your hands where you want the 		
	 students to put theirs.  This can vary from class to class depending on what you 	
	 are learning.
	• Introduce and practice – levántate, siéntate, corre, salta, anda, gírate.

	 ¡OJO!  Remember to do the all Three Steps of TPR with the kids.
	 Say word and do action with kids.
	 Say word and delay your action.
	 Assessment – Say word and kids do action independently.
	• Try going fast and slow, big and small.  Siéntate despacio.  Levántate rápido. Salta dos 

veces.

Core Activities
Vocabulary Introduction – Word Fan (10 minutes)
Materials: Flashcards (numbers 1-15)
	• Fan the numbers flashcards in front of you.
	• Ask students: ¡Oh!, ¿Qué hay? The students will probably guess in their first language.  

That’s ok.  Repeat back what they say in the target language.
	• Model activity:  Demonstrate one student taking a card and ask: ¿Qué es?    
	• Students will probably answer in their first language.  Model the new vocabulary for them:  

¡Muy bien! Es el número …. 
	• Have a student put the card up on the whiteboard or wall you indicate:  Jen, por favor, 

pon el número … aquí.

LESSON 1 
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	• 	If necessary, go over to the student, place the card in her hand, lead her to the 		
place and help her put it up.  The second student will know exactly what to do.

	• Repeat until all the numbers and their word cards are up around the room.
	• Now have students stand and point to the numbers as they count in order.  You will need 

to model the activity and do it with them:  ¡Levántense todos!  Señalen el número uno. 
Etc.

	• Repeat numbers out of order.

Song – Números del 1 al 20 
Listen to the song and point to the numbers around the room.

Activity Page (10 minutes)
	• Refocus student attention using a transition chant such as below.

	 Maestro - ¡Clase, clase!
	 Estudiantes - ¡Sí, sí!
	 You now have full student attention.  Give them the next instruction.
	• Take out your activity page and model  Actividad 1.
	• Have students identify each of the numbers along with you.
	• Ask for a volunteer to read through the word bank.
	• Model by doing several examples and writing the word below the number.
	• Determine comprehension by asking questions.

	 ¿Van a escribir números?
	 ¿Van a escribir números o nombres?
	 ¿Qué van a escribir?
	• Monitor individual progress and proceed to activity 2.

Actividad 2
	• Count the number of animals or items in the example letting the students finish the last 

number for you. Model good sentence structure: Diez y tres son trece.
	• Ask if they understand by modeling thumbs up/down sign: ¿Entienden?
	• Monitor individual progress.
	• Go over activity page as a group or correct for a grade. You can alternate whether 		

you take a grade or not.

LESSON 1 

https://languageprojectkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/07-Numeros-1-al-20.mp3
https://languageprojectkids.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/07-Numeros-1-al-20.mp3
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Closing (5 minutes)
Extension Activity
	• This optional activity may be completed in class or assigned for homework depending on 

school homework policies. Extension activities can be used to supplement lesson plans or 
subtituted for a Vocabulary Enrichment activity.

	• ¿Cuántos hay?
	• Illustrate the numbers 1-15 in Spanish using computer graphics, illustrations or magazine 

cutouts.  Be sure to include both the numeral and the word for it. These will be used in 
next class. Studens worksheet with rubric at end of lesson.

Grading Rubric - 10 points*
_____ 10 pts = All 15 numbers are illustrated.  They have both the word and numeral. 		
	 Organized, easy to grade and visually pleasing.
_____ 9 pts = All 15 numbers are illustrated.  They have both the word and numeral.  It is 	
	 organized and easy to grade.
_____ 8 pts = All 15 numbers are illustrated.  They have both the word and numeral.
_____ 0-7 pts = One or more parts is missing.
*All papers require a heading including student name, date, class period and teacher name. 
One point will be deducted from any paper missing heading.

Share unit music with students 
	• Students who have the unit music on their phones or devices can listen outside of class 

and increase their exposure to the language.
	• Years later, it is the music that students can recall most easily from their language classes.
	• Music engages the right hemisphere of the brain, giving students whole new ways to se 

and retain language.

Recognition - Before students leave the classroom, make eye contact, and tell them each 
one good thing they did in Spanish class. Tell them in English so they fully understand and 
are motivated to continue the positive behavior. Examples should be specific, such as I really 
liked how well you followed instructions. I appreciated how you helped to demonstrate 
the activity. Thank you for actively listening. I like how you make eye contact to show 
you are paying attention. Your participation in Circle time was fantastic and showed 
how much you learned today.
With large classes, it may not be possible to comment to each student. In this case, make a note 

LESSON 1 
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in your teacher book for each student who received a positive comment. In following classes, 
provide positive feedback to the other students and continue this throughout the year.

Blast-off with moreActivities - Use to supplement lesson plans 
or substitute for
Vocabulary Enrichment activities.
Flashcard Shuffle (10 minutes)
Materials: Flashcards 1-15  (words and numbers), 2 pool noodles
Note:  An open play space in your room is needed for this and other games.  Determine where 
this space will be before class begins.
	• Divide students into two teams by assigning numbers. Los estudiantes número uno 

formen una fila aquí.  Los estudiantes número dos allí. Model exactly where you want 
them to stand.

	• Give each team a simple name such as Leónes y Elefantes.
	• Place all of the number flashcards on the floor including the word cards in a spot with 

good visibility. Say the word as each card is placed. 
	• Model game: 
	• Call out a vocabulary word.
	• Students use pool noodles to push flashcards across floor to a circle or finish line that you 

designate. 
	• First one to cross finish line gets a point for their team.
	• Ask if they understand modeling thumbs up/down sign. ¿Entienden?
	• Advanced option:  Students say their card’s number as they cross the finish line.

Secret Number (10 minutes)
	• Have all students stand: Levántense, por favor.  Encourage students to stand by using 

hand motions for levantarse.
	• Visually divide them into two groups: Grupo uno y grupo dos.
	• Demonstrate that you are going to make a number with your fingers behind your back, 

and they have to guess what it is:  ¿Cuál número tengo detrás?
	• Have one student from one team guess what number you have behind your back.
	• If they guess it right, they get to sit down.
	• If not, they remain standing and the other team gets a guess.
	• Continue hiding and guessing numbers until everyone on one team is sitting.  The first 

team to have everyone sitting is the winner.

LESSON 1 
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Escribe los números. Usa las palabras en el cuadro.

catorce - tres - cinco - doce - seis - ocho nueve 
- siete - diez - cuatro - once - trece uno - 

quince - dos

1

6

11

2

7

12

3

8

13

4

9
14

5

10
15

uno

     Actividad - Los Números 1-15

Nombre:

Clase/Periodo:

Fecha:

Profesor:

LESSON 1 
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Escribe los números. Usa las palabras en el cuadro.

catorce - tres - cinco - doce - seis - ocho nueve 
- siete - diez - cuatro - once - trece uno - 

quince - dos

1

6

11

2

7

12

3

8

13

4

9
14

5

10
15

uno

seis

once

tres

ocho

trece

dos

siete

doce

cuatro

nueve

catorce

cinco

diez

quince

     Clave · Actividad - Los Números 1-15

LESSON 1 
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Escribe los números y resuelve los problemas.

+ =

+ =
+ =

+ =

+ =

+ =

trece

     Actividad - Sumar Números 1-15

Nombre:

Clase/Periodo:

Fecha:

Profesor:

LESSON 1 
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Escribe los números y resuelve los problemas.

=

=
=

=

=

=

trece

catorce

doce

quince

trece

once

+

+
+

+

+

+

     Clave · Actividad - Sumar Números 1-15

LESSON 1 
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Extension Activity - ¿Cuántos hay?

Illustrate the numbers uno (1) a quince (15) in Spanish using computer graphics, drawings or 
magazine cutouts.  Be sure to include both the numeral and the Spanish word for it. These will 
be used in next class.

Grading Rubric - 10 points*
_____ 10 pts = All 15 numbers are illustrated.  They have both the Spanish word and 			 
numeral.  It is neat and visually pleasing. Organized and easy to grade.
_____ 9 pts = All 15 numbers are illustrated.  They have both the Spanish word and 			 
numeral.  It is organized and easy to grade.
_____ 8 pts = All 15 numbers are illustrated.  They have both the Spanish word and 			 
numeral.
_____ 0-7 pts = One or more parts is missing.

*All papers require a heading including student name, date, class period and teacher name. 
One point will be deducted from any paper missing heading.

Nombre:

Clase/Periodo:

Fecha:

Profesor:

LESSON 1 
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